
The following is a briefing for the week beginning July 6th on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

I know I said last week that the briefs would be paused for a while.  As it turns out, so many 
good things are happening in the District in these frenetic days of summer school and 
preparation for the 2020 – 2021 school year, that I feel I need to share them with you. 
 
Student Placement and Registration is moving forward with placing thousands of students in 
spite of the challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic has presented.  The work to ensure that 
thousands of new and returning students will be properly and carefully placed in BPS Schools is 
ongoing and strong!  An innovative "1-2-3 Drive-Thru System," adhering to CDC safety 
guidelines, has been established for everyone’s protection.  Parents drive up and remain in a 

line in their vehicles, exit their vehicles when they pull up to the designated drop-off box 
(with mask) to leave their registration packets, and then get back into their vehicles to exit the 
premises.  To date, more than 500 packets have been delivered.  Staff who enter the building 
do so with all CDC guided safety precautions in place.  Way to go to Director of Student 
Placement and Registration, Ms. Kelli Daniels, and the entire Student Placement and 
Registration team! We appreciate your work!  
 

 

 
On July 7th and 9th, the Office of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives hosted the 
My Brother's Keeper Teachable Moments sessions with our State recognized Buffalo Public 

Schools MBK High School Fellows.  Our MBK Fellows provided teachable moments to the My 
Brother’s Keeper 7th and 8th grade Male Academy Scholars and the Say Yes to Education 
Breaking Barriers MBK scholars, as well as various other community stakeholders. The MBK 
Fellows expertly created and delivered engaging lesson plans and visual displays via PowerPoint 
and Zoom meeting technology.  Topics that were covered and discussed related to the Black 



Lives Matter movement, institutional racism, discrimination, and other social justice issues 

impacting various aspects of the lives of young people from communities of color, and 
specifically, young men of color.  Scholars were able to read, write, listen and courageously 
discuss various topics related to national current events on race.  A special thank you to MBK 
support teachers Niya Sosa and Sheree Grant; Mentor Dupreme Robinson; and Mr. Tommy 
McClam and Mr. Daniel Robertson, of Say Yes Buffalo, for their support and partnership in this 
powerful opportunity to raise student voice around issues of equity. 
 

 
 

 
 
BPS High School Students who are registered for summer school and do not have a BPS 
computer at home will have the opportunity to pick up a computer on July 13th, 14th, 15th 
between 10AM and 2PM at the BPS Center for Innovation, Technology and Training, Building 
#028, 1515 South Park Avenue, Buffalo 14220.  The IT Department is excited to offer this 
opportunity out of the new location, which provides easy access for families using public 
transportation along with ample parking for those who drive.  Students have been notified by 
mail and will receive custom messages through our School Messenger system.  Families who 
are unable to make it for one of these three sessions should contact the IT Department using 

the Community Helpline (816-7100, option 1).  Please spread the word and help us to ensure 
that students are prepared to be successful for our first ever virtual summer school! 
 



 
 
As we move forward with possible reopening scenarios, we are focused on NYS guidance, which 
is dependent on scientific data.  We are in keeping with Governor Cuomo’s timeline for 

reopening schools indicated below, as we thoughtfully review results of an online survey of 
stakeholders including parents, students, teachers, and staff.  At this point in time, all possible 
modes of teaching, learning, and emotional supports are being considered.  We fully recognize 
that we must remain nimble, proactive, and ever-conscious of the myriad health and safety 
concerns of our entire BPS family. 

 

 
 
Enjoy a safe and restful weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 

 


